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appendix a 



DATE JULY 25, 1 988 



FULL NAME 



JAMES EDWARD VILA 



(No initials if you can possibly get full name)' 



SOCIAL SECURITY 
NUMBER 



ADDRESS 



CITY 



ANNANDALE, 



STATE NEW JERSEY 



ZIP CODE 08801-0277 



DATE OF 3IRTH MAY 27, 19^8 (This is important and should be exact) 

APPROXIMATE AGE (To be used ONLY when date of birth is not known) 

NATIONALITY 



RELIGION Protestant (Lutheran) 
OCCUPATION Professional Scouter 



EDUCATION 3S - BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION - 4 YRS . UNIVERSITY OF MAINE 



WEIGHT aoorox. 160 



COLOR OF HAI R light brown 



HEIGHT atvorox . 5 f 3 M 



RACE Caucasian 



COLOR OF EYES blue 



OUTSTANDING CHARACTERISTICS OR INTERESTS 



MARRIED OR SINGLE " MARRIED 
NAME OF SPOUSE E5li3^3SS 



CHILDREN 




SCOUTING CONNECTIONS : Senior District Scout Executive - GNYC 

rjNIT * CITY STATS POSITION DATE REGISTERED DATE RESIGNED 



SPECIAL. PE r "C'^ x3 '"" rn " rnxJ 



SUSPENDED OR DENIED REGISTRATION FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 
Arrested and indicted for sexual child abuse. (No conviction as of 7/25/88.) 



SPECIFY THE FACTS WHICH LEAD YOU TO RECOMMEND DENIAL OF REGISTRATION AND LIST ATTACHED 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS (STATE ONLY KNOWN FACTS , NOT RUMOR , CONJECTURE OR SPECULATION) : 



CONFIDENTIAL 
Awu 011S88 
F. S7/1RCN 

RS-509 
4/14/83-nah 



OCT i o ft 
' 0S£a « L AttGUu 



Signed 



SCOUT EXECUTIVE 



Council 
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: H. = =}.£A>;. N'COTHR 3 GINSBERG 

AT7C3.NEYS AT LAW 



01*15 M. rR£H.MAN 
HOMAS H. NCOTc?. - 
3£ A. GINSBERG 

M.r. AMD GAt.;f. 3AR.3 



THE ^COL^C?.7H 3U7LDCNC 
223 3RCA0^?r. SUITE 320 1 
NET YCRiC. N\Y. 10279 



January 8, 1990 



VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 

Boy Scouts of America 
Greater New York Council 
3 45 Hudson Street 
New York, NY 10014 
Attn: DAVID ANDERSON 



Re: JAMES E. VILA 

Dear Mr- Anderson: 

I represent James E * Vila, an employee of the 3cv Scours Of 
America, who was suspended on November 16, 1987 duetto certain 
criminal allegations made against him- We wish to advise you that: 
on October 13, 1989 all criminal charges against Mr. Vila were 
dismissed by Judge Jay Gold in the New *York State Supreme Court, 
New York County. 

Mr. Vila is currently ready, willing and able to return to the 
Boy Scouts as a full time employee. In addition, due to the 
suspension and the concurrent loss of rights to salaries and 
benefits to which Mr. Vila was entitled we make a demand., ucon the 
Boy Scouts for the lost earnings and benefits, as outlined" in the 
attached list. These lasses also include the cost of litigation in 
both the civil and criminal matters in which Mr, Vila was Earned as 
a party. _ . 

Please contact the undersigned upon receipt of this letter in 
order to facilitate an equitable resolution of these claims. 

Very truly yours, 



Lee Ginsberg 



Encls . 



cc: Debra C. Duhs 

Boy Scouts of America 
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345 Hudson Street, New York. N.Y. 10014-4338 • (212) 242-1100 • FAX: (212) 242-3630 



CONF027594 




Mr. James E. Vila 




Annandala, NJ 08301-0277 
Dear Jim: 

We have received your let car of resignation dated November L6, 1987 and 
accept it. 

Your request for a waiver 'o£<; che 30 day notice by the use or accrued 
vacation is accepted. According to our records, you have a total of 19 
days remaining of accrued j/acation time as a- result of the change of 
vacation plan. Enclosed isca check for the compensation for that remaining 
time* 

You will receive a communication directly from the Compensation and Benefits 
Division regarding insurancav coverages which may be continued and any options 
you may have under the rat±sement plan. The best wishes of Che staff and 
volunteers of the Greater* New York Councils go with you in your new endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Director of Field Service 
lb 

cc: Clover Holden 

Personnel Division 

Attachment 



REGISTERED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 



Greater New York Councils 

345 Hudson Street, Mew York, NY 10014-4538 - (212) 242-1100 
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March 12, 1990 



Mr, Lee Ginsberg 
Freeman Mooter & Ginsberg 
The Vfooiworch Buildinc 



New York, NY 10279 
Dear Mr. Ginsberg: 

RE: JAMES S. VILA 

Thank you for your letter of January 3, 1990 regarding the above 
referenced individual. Please be advised that Mr. Vila resigned 
his position with the Greater New York Councils, Boy Scouts of 
America on November 16, 1987. A copy of his resignation letter 
is enclosed. 

Please confirm this with your client. 
Sincerely, 



Richard M. Ruffino 
Scout Executive 

RKR/mvh 



cc: David K. Park 



; t. -i torn' ;10S 




Yen: , -;y i 0014-^5.2? 



Dear :=i r . .Antcm'des: 



■ ra^ you. 



Ve ry trt; I y y rs , 



Matlonal Legal Counsel 



bcc: Jerrv Jennia-s 




BOY SCOUTS OF AjMERICA 

National Office 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
P.O. 8ox 152079, Irving, Texas "015-2079 
214-530-2000 



December 29, 1989 



SU8JECT: P0SSI8LE REQUEST FOR RE-INSTATEMENT 8Y JAMES VILA, 

FORMER SENIOR DISTRICT EXECUTIVE, GREATER MEW YORK COUNCIL 

To: David K. Park, Attorrjay 

Lawrence F. Potts 

From: Debra C. Duhs 



In November 1987, James Vila, district executive serving East Harlem, was 
arrested and charged with child sexual molestation. As a result, he was 
removed from his employment with the Greater New York Council. 

As a result of Vila's alleged behavior, Scout youth Cordera has filed suit 
against the National Council, BSA and Greater Mew York Council, 8SA. That 
litigation is still in the pre-trial discovery stage. 

Recent correspondence from defense counsel (attached; start with 2nd 
paragraph, page 2) advises me that the criminal indictment against Vila is 
being dismissed for lack of prosecution. If the criminal matter is dismissed, 
Vila plans to seek re-instatement and back pay from the Greater New York 
Counci 1 . 

v. Frank. Lane,_our attorney Ax\ Mi ami,, advises that Vila- should not be- reinstated 
under any circumstances... 



attachment 
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Debra C Duhs, Assistant Director 

Insurance and Risk Management 

Boy Scouts of America 

National Office 

13 25 Walnut Hill Lane 

I r v ing , TX 75033-3096 

RE: Cordero v. Boy Scouts of America 
Our File No.:" 27361-2 

Dear Debra: 

I have reviewed Mike Close's letter of December 17 , 1989. 

Obviously, Vila can not be reinstated under any set of 
circumstances. If there is any trouble handling this, please let 
me know . 



FAL/amc 




DEC 2 9 1989 
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October 12, 1988 



Mr. Richard H. Ruffino 
Scout Executive 

Greater New York Council, No. 640 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL SUBJECT: James Edward Vila 



Dear Dick: 

Thank you for the detailed information sent concerning the above Scouter, 
This case has been reviewed with our attorney and is now on our permanent 
Confidential File. 

Sincerely f 



Paul Ernst, Director 
Registration Service 

cc: Northeast Region c\l5- 






August 1 , 1988 



Mr. Paul Hrnst: 
Director 

Registrations, Subscription & 
Stacistical Service 
Macional Office, 3SA 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
P.O. Box 152079 
Irving , 75015 



Dear Paul: 

Attached is the confidential record sheet for Mr. James 
Edward Vila per your request. 

We will keep you posted on any further -legal action that is 
related. Thanks for ail your help. 



Sincerely, 




^y ie K. Antonides 
Director of Field Service 



lb 



Attachment 



Greater New York Councils 

345 Tucson Street, Mew York. NY 10014-^588 - T2) 242-rOO 
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National Office 

30Y SCOUTS OF AMERICA 

1325 Walnut Hill Una 
Irving, Texas 7S038-3096 



scoutmg/usa 



December 1, 1987 



80Y SCOUTS OF AMERICA 



V^pf^> 1323 



Xztionat Office 
1325 Wafnut Hill lane 
P.O. Box 152079 
Irving, Texas 75015-2079 



For your files 



attachments 




David X. Par* 

214-580-2005 

S400 

□ebra C. Ouhs 

214-580-2145 

S402 
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July :5. 1333 



01 r~czzr of F isles Services 
--■rater **** "•■''•■-> '■' -v* 



; *e appreciate your l^tta** or Jul- 11, '«ir,;i in up-Hte on James Vila. TJr : i: 
most helpful tu us 32 try to convpl^ti tf^ file, »e cartainly want to 
know whenever tne le^al action is all eoxasTatee. 

I am enclosing anotner Confidential Record Shest. which 1 would like to ha*e 
completed, so wa may identify Hr. Vila and hava all tne information v*nich is 
needed- feel it is better to do this r>ow ihaa zo wait later *ften some 
information ;aay not still be available. If you will consist a this with all 
the information which is requested, this arill aid us in our identification 
proca > : - 

Let is '<novi if ■*£ Si a of n^tp to you : :a a ay other way. 
Slnc-raly , 



Paul Ernst , Director 
: \ Registration Service, 



cc; Northeast Region. 

Richard" RuFF'no* Scout £;<eeutr-.'*, Co. S4G 



.READY TO FICE 

JUL! 8 i3S8 
EH3M O'RILEY 
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Boy Scouts 



Mr . Paul Erase 
Director 

Registrations, Subscription 
Si Statistical Service 
National Office, 3SA 
13 25 Walnut Hill Lane 
P.O. Box 152079 
Irving, TX 75015 

Dear Paul : 

In an effort to keep you current in the matter concerning 
Mr-James Vila formerly of the Greater New York staff, let me 
provide you with an update. 

This case is far from complete and will probably go on for 
some time now. Mr. Vila who served as a member of the 
professional staff of the Greater New York Co uncils until 
his suspension and subsequent resignation in November of 
1987. Mr. Vila has been indicted by the Manhattan Grand 
Jury for sexual abuse in the first degree involving an 
incident which reportedly took place between September 1/ 
1985 and December 24, 1985 to a boy. This incidentally is not 
the charge which was used when he was arrested in November 
of 1987. The charge at that time deal" with an incident 
which reportedly took place in the fail of 1987. Beyond 
chat, we do not have further information regarding the 
incident . 

Coincide n tally with this the parents of the boy involved have 
filed a law suit against Mr. Vila and the Boy Scouts of 
America. This is obviously a separate action but connected. 
I will attempt to keep you updated as additional information 
is available. 




Director of Field Service 



lb 



cc ; 



Richard M. Ruffino 



Greater New York Councils 

3-5 Huason Street. New York, MY 100:^533 ■ (212) 242-1100 




Marc 



h 16, 1988 



Jlr. Paul Ernst 
Director 




Statistical Service 
National Office 
Boy Scouts of America 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
P.O. 3ox 152079 
Irving, TX 75015-2079 

Dear Paul: 

As an additional follow up to previous letters, I need to give you a current 
status report on James Vila concerning the legal action in his case. 

The county prosecutor's office has again extended the arraignment' date 
for Mr. Vila r s arraignment on charges. This will be the last extension 
allowed because the new date is now Kay 20, 1988. 

As far as I understand it, the law requires chat charges must either be made 
by 180 days or the charges are dropped. Since he was arrested on November If 
May 20 must obviously be the last possible day chat they could have in order 
to have an arraignment. Consequently, subsequent to May 20, 1988, we will 
have a better picture of where we are concerning this case. Following that 
date I will again communicate with you so that you have some idea of where 
we are headed. Thanks for your patience. 



Sincerely 




Lyle K. Antonides 
Director of Field Service 



V 



cc: Richard Ruffino 



William Scollay 
Frank Savino 



Rudolph Flythe 




Greater New York Councils 

3-3 Hucson Street. New York, MY 1001-^533 ■ (212) 2^2-1100 



CONF027605 





February 17, 1988 



Mr. Paul Ernst 
Director 

Registrations, Subscription & 
Statistical Service 
National Office, 3SA 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
P.O. 3ox 152079 
Irving, IX 75015-2079 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 



Dear Paul : 

As a tollow up to earlier correspondence, I need to give you a current 
status report on the confidential matter involving James Vila and his 
registration status with our Council. 



As you may recall, Mr. Vila was a member of the Greater New York Councils' 
professional staff and was relieved of his duties after an allegation was 
made of sexual child abuse. Subsequently he resigned and we accepted his 
resignation from the profession. 

Mr. Vila's arraignment has not yet been held as the prosecutor's office has 
continued to ask for postponements. As a result of these postponements, we 
know nothing further now than we knew on the 16ch of November when this 
situation began. It is my understanding that according to the law, the 
prosecutor's office has six months in which to proceed with an arraignment 



or to droo the cass 



At this point, we are still in a oeriod of waiting. 



During ail this time, Mr. Vila has maintained his innocence and those who 
know him cannot believe chat the allegations are true. Ihose of us on the 
staff who knew him veil hope that this Is true but we will not know until 
later when the facts finally are brought out. 



There is nothing further to 
the situation changes. 



report at this time. I will keep you posted as 



Sincerely , _ 




teyle K. Antonides 
Director of Field Service 



Richard Ruffi: 



Greater New Yorx Councils 

3-15 Hucson S;:eer. Mew York, NY 100T---533 ■ (2 H 2! 242-1100 
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January 26, 1988 



Personal and Confidential 



Mr, Paul Ernst 
Director 

Registrations, Subscription & Statistical 
Service 

National Office, BSA 
1325 Walnut Hill Lane 
P.O. Box 152079 
Irving, TX 75015-2079 

Dear Paul : 

With regard to the current status concerning James Vila, please know that 
at this point we have no further knowledge than the day of our suspension 
of him and his arrest which took place on November 16. 

As of today, he has not been arraigned. Because of the law, we have been 
unable to determine the exact charges that he will be charged with. Some 
of the gossip which is going on seems to indicate that there is nothing 
except the accusation of one youth member and it is not supported by any 
other youth member or adult. If this turns out to be the case, we nay find 
a situation of charges being dropped. 

■ As of this point, everything is very much up in the air. I am not personally 
sure that he is guilty. Unfortunately, the law prohibits us from finding 
out any additional information unless we hired a separate investigator which 
we are not going to do at this point in time. Hopefully the information will 
come out shortly and the situation will be clarified one way or the other. 
I will keep you informed of developments as soon as we have any additional 
information which can be helpful to us. Thank you so much for your ongoing 
support . 



Sincerely , 



Lyle K. Antonides 
Director of Field Service 





cc : Bill Scollay 



Frank Savino 
Richard Ruffino 
auco iph Fly c ne 



Greater New York Councils 

5-5 Hucson Street. Mew Yore. MY -GQl-t— 533 • (212 242-* -CO 
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January -3, 1 988 



Mr. Lyirr ^nror^aes 
Director or field Se^vic? 
Greater Yur\ Council. Ho. 540 

PERGONAL & CONFIDENTIAL SU8JCCT: Jci^es Vila 

Dear Lyie: 

I khow that an arr*st took place concerning the above named individual. I 
wonoer if anything further has developed that would uive us Xtcre inronaat^an 
ror our confidential file. 

I am enclosing a Confidentia i -Record Sheet tor you to complete so we can 
identify tfr. Vila should he attemot registration at a later time, we would 
also like any newspaper articles or statements that are available. 

The final outcome of the legal action will be most important: to us and should 
be included in the file. Let ene know if we can £>e of any help. 

vine ere ly , 



Paui £rnst T Director 
Registration Service 

Enclosure 

cc: Northeast Region >0 / 

V.c-'.ifi '•!. 3uf e 'na. Z<:z^t Zys-.-at*'^. CoancIT Ho. m ± x 

^ # 

V 
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From the desk of... 



DOiVALD A. WATT 

SCOUT EXECUTIVE 



/ 






c 7 



RISK MANAGEMENT 

NOV 3 1987 



BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 
Watchung Area Council, Inc. 




7eara jie iiaa s^f^ ^ tte 17 ^iceman for tte&J 

S^ti** 1 sewaily abns^- /2L or volunteer SS^ d ^ of 4 



semai abase of a£ tt ^^egree ^ "LT^ 3 ?* beiucd- V&L - . 71 



a member of TmZ , « - en ™ ed > « Wp ... ^zuiams <»iH 

..^PPortnm'hr ^PfanLta the l^?.^^.oni7oneoflS. M,i 
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SCOUT: Leader's arrest stuns workers, friends 



C Ccntinusa ;rom ?3ge 3-1 

and dealing with parents of the 
youths. The organizations spiits Mew 
Y ork City ana the other four boroughs 
\nto districts so it is easier to organize 
:roops and recruit youngsters and 
adult volunteers, Williams said. 

But there were many ocassions 
when Vila wouid come in contact 
with the children, Williams said, such 
as meetings, events, camping trips 
and cookouts. The organization, with 
its headquarters in New York City, 
has 33,0*00 youngsters and 22,000 
adults in the Boy Scouts program in 
the five boroughs alone. 

Ginsberg declined to say whether 
Vila knew the boy or to speculate as 
to why he wouid bring charges 
against Vila. He said he hadn't had 
enough time to review the evidence. 

Vila previously heid posts in Allen- 
town, Pa. f which included troops in 
Hasten. ?a.. and Phiilipsburg, * Wil- 
liams said, but most of his association 
is with ;he New York office. 

Hunterdon County Prosecutor Rog- 
er Mahon said Hunterdon authorities 
were not involved in the investigation 
and New York City police have not 
contacted him. Court records show 



Vila has no previous criminal convic- 
tions in Hunterdon County. 

John Mayer, senior district Scout 
executive for :he 3oy Scout council 
:hat includes Hunterdon. Warren ana 
?/Iercer counties. said he has never 
known Vila :o participate in che Boy- 
Scouts in this area. 

Williams said the organization has 
not had many of its officials or volun- 
teers charged with sexually abusing 
the children. 

"It is unusuai. but this isn't :he first 
case we've deait with," he said. "We 
deai with a large amount of people :n 
a huge metropolitan area. Sometimes 
parents get carried away. They get so 
caught up with what they're doing 
that sometimes 'Jungs 'urn political. 
They can start to point fingers and 
say, this scoutmaster or this official 
abused a child. We've had coses 
where that's how heated it gets. They 
forget they're here to help the 
younsters." 

Williams said Boy Scout ozzicizis 
were toid the youth made -.he assault 
allegations to his parents and teach- 
ers at Public School 155. In New 
York, some of the troops are connect- 
ed to a school which organizes and 
runs the troop. Troop 855 was con- 
nected to the schooi, Williams said. 



On Monday morning, poiice. schooi 
ana 3oy Scout officials met with the 
boy s parents to discuss the allega- 
tions. Williams said. 

Vila responded to a police request 
that he :ome in for questioning. He 
appeared at the 20th Precinct station 
house in New Yorx. where he was 
later arrested Police Officer Joseph 
Gailagher said. So far, only one com- 
plaint has been lodged against Vila. 
Gallagher said. 

The assistant principal at Public 
Schooi 155 declined to give her name 
or comment on the charges. 

"We did what we had to do/* she 
said. 

Vila's family posted 25.000 bail 
Tuesday after his arraignment in 
Y anna t tan Criminal Court. He is 
married, has three children and has 
lived in Clinton Township for six 
years. 

Williams said he has taken a num- 
ber of calls from aduit volunteers and 
parents Vila has deait with, and ail 
cailed :o support him. 

"We are perfectly behind him." 
said Vila's friend. John Araone. pas- 
tor of Annandaie Reformed Church, 
where Vila is a member. "The 
charges are outrageous. We ; ll go 
through this with him." 

■J 
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NEWS ADVISOBY 



Signed: 

•Bare Bo 1 1 as 7 . ! 



Date: November. 17, .1987 • .-. 

Time: 2:30 pm ^' Ext: 2272 . '/~' 

THE SOURCE: Robert Williams, PR Director, Greater." NY Council^! 2-242-11 00 



THE FACTS: 



James Vila, district executive serving East Harlem, has been arrested and 
charged with sexual molestation of a juvenile. He has been suspended from his 
BSA position as a result. 

Allegations were made against Yila by an 11 -year-old boy, a member of Troop 
655, P.S. 155, Manhattan, who complained to a teacher that he had been 
molested by Yila. Yila is married and father of several children. 

The council has met with the school administrators, the unit parents, and with 
the police. There has been substantial media coverage. The region was 
notified November 13 by the council. 

Inquires: are to be- referred to- Mr.. Wf 1 1 iarns air 
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WATS CALL F R 



CALL SACK REQUESTED ^ 



COUNCIL # 



CALLER: ^ /f. 



PHONE NO: 




POSITION 



REGISTRATION 



• TYPE OF PROBLEM 
; VETERANS 



EXPLORING 



SCOUTING 



80YS' LIFE 



UNIT # 



DIST. # 



EXP. DATE 



TRANSMITTAL # 



FILM # 






' T :>V'S^^5 ^— - „ ; ; 



: ^»^s2s»3%^i.o '-^:>v&s*fr** ^^Sr^*^ 




gR/S3'4T 

3/13/86-clf-567r 



TIME 
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k'ovenoer 17, 1S87 



pa - Initial Contact: RoDert i/illians, Bfr^ifj ^Caa^ 

}r } Greater ;*JY Counc i 1 



3USJEC7: SEXUAL HCL£5TATIQ:i 



Froin: 3a rc 3a 11 as - 3313 



fo: David Park - S400 



James Vila, district executive serving East Han at, nas oeen arrested ana 
cnarjed with sexual /nolestation of a juvenile* He has been suspended from his 
BSA position as a result* 

Allegations were made against Vila by an 11 -year-old boy, a fsencer of Troop 
655, P.S. 155, Manhattan, who complained to a teacner tnat ne nad been 
oolested Dy Vila over a two-year period during 3SA activities, Vila is 
married and father of several children. 

The council has 03et with the scnool administrators, tlie unit parents, and witn 
tne police. There nas been substantial r^eciia coverage. The region was 
notified Movetnber 13 oy the council. 

Inquires are to be referred to Mr. Mlllians it ^%MMMIIIIftifc^ 

cc: R. Mora nvf lie 



uavid Par:< 



Oc; J , Anyl 1" 
T. Accas 
P. Ernst 
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